Homelessness
My solution by
Butch Moore

Why am I concerned?
	This is why I got into the election in the first place. A lady sleeping on the cement in front of our neighbourhood Metro grocery store. It’s gotta break your heart. Ottawa’s homeless problem is growing out of control. I tour 3 or 4 nights per week and see 50 to 100 people sleeping on the streets. Some standing bent over in the zombie position, some covered in garbage to keep warm. Some just passed out with their pants half off, sleeping on the street. I was talking to an old firefighter friend who told me that his rig went to 6 overdoses in a row. (Narcan). The Police’s hands are tied. The shelters are full. The church’s are full. They can’t be taken to a hospital. They can’t be taken to jail. NOTHING!
I think I have a Solution
	In 2025 the city of Ottawa bought a farm 5689 Ferry Road. This property is directly beside the Fitzroy Harbour ferry that crosses over the river to Quyon.  This farm is 223 acres. The purpose of buying this land was to protect it ecologically. To pay for it, they plan to severe off two parcels for development. Sounds counter-productive to me, but that’s what is happening. If I had a farm that was 223 acres that the city owned and it were 60 kilometres from downtown Ottawa, I would build a village for the homeless. I would call this village “Little Ottawa” and I would build tiny homes. These tiny homes would be super insulated, garden shed sized shelters that would accommodate a bed and composting toilet. I could build at least 1,000 tiny homes in a remote farm setting, and give every homeless person in Ottawa a place to get in out of the cold of the winter and heat of the summer. Each tiny home would have solar energy to power lights and an outlet for a fan or some other convenience. I would build theses homes out of timbers, to be very strong, durable, and naturally super insulated. They would be indestructible with a metal roof and solid insulated door. Since one of the concerns I hear of all the time is safety, I would make the tiny homes with steel doors and heavy metal shutters, lockable from the inside of the home. 
A permanent civic address
	Make no mistake about this. This is not a temporary solution. This is meant to be a place where homeless people who have no other options, who are going to die on the street, who are committing crimes, who are destroying our neighbourhoods, get to live. The shelter is minimalist, but at least it’s a shelter. Each homeless person would be assigned a home which would have a civic address. By having a civic address they would then be able to get social services. 
What would the village be like
	It would be a community. In order to feed 1,000 people, there would have to be a dining hall. There would be sanitary facilities that would have showers and laundry facilities. There would be common areas. There would be a health clinic, a safe injection site as well as rehabilitation services. There would be welfare services and all the social services they needed. But it would be a village. There would be a general store, a ball diamond, a community hall, a school.  Because it would be a farm, there would be farm work for those who wanted to work. There would be barns and animals.  There could be a woodworking shop, a mechanical garage, a bakery. I envision a village like Upper Canada Village, with a sort of central area surrounded by tiny homes in a street grid pattern. There might even be a town square. A self sufficient town of like minded people, who can’t live the social norm of the modern urban city.
Rules
	Here’s a cruel reality. There have to be rules. Some of the rules would be
· The dining hall doesn’t  open until the entire village is clean and free of garbage
· No random visitors. It must be a gated community to control drug trafficking.
· Drug and alcohol substances are to be controlled by professional medical personnel.
Little Ottawa, far outside the urban core.
	The fact that Little Ottawa is far away from the urban core is by design. Number 1 is very personal. I don’t  want to see this any more. This is the elephant in the room, but it has to be said. It’s unsightly. It makes the majority of people uncomfortable and feel unsafe. The garbage and drug paraphernalia is unacceptable. Number 2 is that the environment is part of the cause of problem. The urban setting is conducive to this life style. Drugs are available, opportunities for crime are abundant, shelter and food are available. Resistance to this lifestyle are non-existent. Number 3 is that by being out in the country, it makes it much more difficult for drug dealers to traffic, and much more difficult for users to acquire. The $5.00 hit of a drug is no longer profitable if it has to be transported to a secure location where things are going to be inspected. Also, with the use of artificial Intellegence, tracking offenders in a concentrated area would be somewhat more successful
 
The courts must cooperate with the police
	The police must be able to use this as an option. The laws have to be in place to allow the police to evict people from the city, to their own homes, for their own safety, and the well being of the community. 
Costs
	Positive and negative. Yes there will be costs. It has to be balanced against the loss of the civil liberties of the average citizen of the city, and the financial losses that are occurring because of this problem. Homelessness is extremely detrimental to tourism. Consider the fact that tourism brings in billions of dollars to the city, which pays for health care, child care, education, infrastructure and every other governmental service. It’s almost like a form of theft. Balance this – do you want to wait for 18 hours in an emergency room,  waiting room with a sick child, because we didn’t take this action to fix the homelessness problem. These tiny homes would be the least expensive of all forms of shelter. 
Why should they get a free home
1) Pity. Pure and simple. Not all homeless people can change. They just can’t. Let’s show some compassion and make life livable for them. 
2) If we don’t do this, then we get what we got. This may be a tough pill to swallow, but what are the other options that would be as low cost and successful as this.
Please  “Just Be Canadian”  and show compassion, pity, kindness and generosity and support me in my efforts to build “Little Ottawa”

Thank you 
-Butch-
